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Outline of the town

Kibi-cho, Kanaya-cho and Shimizu-cho were merged in January, 2006 and Aridagawa-
cho, with a population of about 30,000 people and an area of 351.77 square kilometers,
was born. While the town's region was expanded by the unification of the three towns, the
possibility of further development swells greatly as the rich nature and tradition that are
colored by history and culture are fused together.
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The Aridagawa River comes from Mt. Koyasan. Through Aragi Island, the Futagawa k
Dam and the Myoekyo ravine, It heads off for the Kii Channel while reflecting the beautiful

natural surroundings onto its surface. The contrasting scenery, such as the mountainous

districts and the plains, the farm villages and the urban areas, unroll before your eyes. s

This was brought about by the merger of the three towns and by the encountering of the _#

charm of each of the towns.
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Arida mandarin oranges

It was about 300 years ago that the cultivation of the man-darin orange
was started in the Arida area and it has become the main producing center
of the Satsuma mandarin orange in Japan. In 2004, "AQ Central Fruit
Sorting Factory", which makes good use of the latest shipment technology
started op-erations and we've been prepared for the arrival of a new age of
a high-quality mandarin oranges. Furthermore, as the "Re—gional'oup's

Trade Mark (Regional Brand)", which is the trade mark establis| the
revised Trade Mark Law enacted in April, 2006, the Arida mandarin orange
was registered on October 27 of the same year. Through this and other

efforts, the Aridagawa River brand has been established.
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Land of abundance

In Aridagawa-cho, the forest accounts for 76% of the town's area. From early on,
forestry developed by cutting cedar trees and hinoki (Japanese cypress). Currently
advanced forestation, tree thinning and maintenance techniques help improve the forest -
and allow the forest to be utilized for multiple purposes. On the other hand, making the .
best use of the climate and the geographical features, the cultivation of vegetables (such
as Chinese peppers, tomatoes and green peppers), fruits (such as mandarin oranges and
grape) and floriculture (such as roses and spray mums) are also active. Moreover, the tra-
ditional papermaking technology of Japanese paper, "Yasudagami", has been handed
down to the next generation as well.
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Enjoy the seasons in Aridagawa
Aridagawa-cho has been blessed with nature's bounty. Vege-tables, fruits and flowers
in all four seasons entertain us with their taste, smell and colors.
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Experience the heartbeat of ancient times.

Ujakujiamidado (Amitabha hall) is a building with a thatched hip roof and it was thought
to have been constructed around the 15th-16th century, as its style is representative of the
latter half of the Muromachi Period. It is an important cultural asset designated by the
country. Kisshoyakushido (Yakushi hall) has a dedication plate saying that it was built in
1427 during the Muromachi Period. In the adytum, a seated image of a wooden Yakushi
Nyorai, (principal image in the hall), a seated image of a wooden Dainichi Nyorai, a stand-
ing image of a Kannon goddess, a standing image of a wooden Bishamonten, a wooden
Cetaka and standing images of two little children (all of which have been designated as
nationally important cultural assets) are enshrined. Chorakuji Temple is a temple belong-
ing to the Myoshinji Branch, Rinzai Zen Sect. Its Buddhist sanctum was built with the
architectural style called the Zen sect style. The style came here from China during the
Kamakura Period with the doctrine of a Zen sect.

fil gy M {8l —
o 50 BT SRS A DU 39 TR 1 £ 55 i e SR , AU s 1 T I RS 00 e 3 .
SURE, BB IE 72 15120 16 M 2CWIITIE A, 1A [ 545 5 1Y o S AR U 7™
ST 2 AT ST I ARV Kk 3A4E (1427 ) I 18 43 I 5 A L. I % AE 45 I
REFRACHE 25 AR AR AR ACHE K H IR AR AR A B S AR AR R T TR S AR
AT A B T DA 5 S AR (Al [ R4 o T e ™)
TR 2 S I B % 0= IR 1K <7 5, 9 B A e D o R TR S0 5K,
Bl IG5 v [ % S — TRl A T ok «

OERESTME




OREF(LB (%)

OEXFEHRIE (1) Q@ EEFFKE =mm)

KIDONR=DITIBH L TV BIULEEIR. TN TEOEELIICEES N TVWET,

) — g o6 ¢ HEI—



|1 IDEER (rrsue)
2. BB pHrmcoes)
3. EFREBH (LLse)

4. REEW (W eovex)
5 IFILGERE (2 xvEoex)

o, hle ]

D = =
VRS oy

\g“(w ga>h@%§ o

6
LM
=
'%\
b iz
h =
W
L
L
f;)%
W

SO S HE b
AR A (ESIEEA

=
\
I

CEERGEINSERNE S FE
- &

Froo S FCHEIHEETT (o~
=) R A Bt

ESERGTERT &k
MBE=Hat 7>

f
FDE  ACEREN |
CHSE TR A s

RO

Myoe-Shonin (holy priest Myoe)

He was born in Aza-Nakagoe, Kankiji, Aridagawa-cho, in 1173. His parents
died when he was eight. Afterwards, he worked hard at his studies in Kyoto and
underwent severe training in his youth after returning to his hometown. Later on,
he built the Kozanji Temple as was granted the land of Tsugao, Kyoto, from for-
mer Emperor Gotoba and assumed the position of chief lecturer at the Todaiji
Temple. Myoe-Shonin inspired new life into Buddhism during the Kamakura
Period. He was a righteous priest who lived his life purely by distancing himself
from honor and profit.
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Who's who of the hometown i Z (1Y 5

Sogi Hoshi (Buddhist priest Sogi)

He was born in Fujinamiso, the land of Kii (Wakayama), in 1421. He entered
the priesthood at the Seirenji Temple at the age of 16 and worked diligently on
the study of tanka (Japane-se poems) while undergoing Buddhism training. He
worked on renga (linked poems) in Kyoto around the age of 30 and published
"Minase Sangin Hyakuin", his most important work. He was given the position of
the "Magistrate of Renga Conference", the highest position for the rengashi
(linked poem artists), by Ashikaga Yoshihisa Shogun and "Hananoshita", the
highest title, from the Imperial Court. He gained the highest rank as a rengashi.
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Souls that resonate in harmony

The Ondamai Dancing of Suginohara is carried out at the Ujakujiamidado. This is
a preliminary event to pray for the good harvest of the year by acting out the produc-
tion processes for rice farming, from the first plowing of the rice fields in spring to the
harvest. Aonoomoko (mutual financing association) is held on the Chinese New
Year holiday every year at an on-duty house where members from twelve original
head families gather. After reciting of a sutra by a priest from Kis s hoji Temple, they
have dinner and drink sacred rice wine and then move to the Yakushi hall to attend
the Doto ceremony where children of three years old are admitted as members of
the village. A lot of valuable folk custom events are handed down in Aridagawa-cho.

(] WPy 5 5

A2 005 T 0 T S 9 = B P 8 284 o o B by A B SISO P 2 VR 2 7 R AR L
SEAT AR AE I DB o S 1 B4 JF AR phy B4 A b 23212 A%,
TRAF A E A AT e T AT o & e i (R 02, HOR e £
SRIG BN 2GIMAE 2 T35 [ L HE R A A b — BRI NG, i 38 GG AT
[E T A 7 2 2 D R ARG

17

—HEVOTC FHE)II—



7 on v #% A
25 N VKA LF r
%AW D H %
g A all AL Ao
ZA Y B 5 Rk @)
ﬁfﬁ Lo A® AL
CHEmcrar sn R
GEAMET IR P
slrrobsn "z F
h g3 et ovri
A2 ezazsm= K
KL BT 7 a1 0 ]
Ny % "VENr3s
s R 1 & 42
ES U KG TS =2
TIC & B IR Y H T L # 5
507 Bk Al ok —— % 1o %
ORI SN i $ S5
FACAETODNE L& &
TENPEICHEZ -~ @ &
Lo x T
FOA W AR b I b % &
ﬁsﬂﬂbziﬁ‘/‘ﬁﬁb —— Ly
im0 % S A
Z@ﬁik)j—l{l?&;“‘—‘t —— <.(
LU0 F L OME Y L =
#H 1=
L ]
» H
5
)
3 A
R ] ; 1 : A i T
OIS LD A ot S e
S Lp5—BTESMHOREIE. A iy g £

)

nNEY, FCIE, $I1000AKDEEA B Z 55

EOEET, o
Rl v
P Y

T

DKE®>F=V) EFT= A fEfJ“")f)“ﬁUF‘ i
g e

Oh5&8

YT BHEEINDTAY DLV & T 758

IS, EALBPRRL TTEMETY,

REBINDOKESIVTHREPEE LTS
2. BREAPHETIGOELS %

BLENET,

pick up trash, expressing'their gratitude for the blessings of the
river. The water becomes tepid and cherry blossoms bloom all
over. The crowds enjoying cherry blossom viewing surge to the
Futagawa Dam lake side and other places. In late-May, those
who enjoy fishing for ayu (Japanese trout) enter the river. A
campground on a river bank where the sun pours down is crowd-
ed with families playing by the river during the summer, as well
as the golden colors of rice ears and the orange of the mandarin
. oranges are reflected on the surface of the river in the fall. The
.. spectacle of the Aridagawa River merging with people can be
seen in each of the four seasons.
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B} Enjoy playful Aridagawa-cho s

C There are campgrounds and hot springs/eTong the Aridagawa River and you can enjoy
ayu fishing. Moreover, since there are many sports facilities where you can move your
body to your heart's content and farms vjhere you can experience the picking of grapes
and mandarin oranges, your playful heartwill also be stimulated.
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We aim at enhancing health and welfare services and medical treatment to
realize a town where everyone can live in peace and be served well. We will
advance various measures for senior citizens, child-nurturing support, self-
reliance support for handicapped persons, enrichment of the community health
system and fortify the cooperation between health and welfare services and
medical treatment to develop an integrated system.
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We promote the maintenance and enrichment of the production base as well as the
proper cultivation of appropriate land and advance various industrial development mea-
sures such as leadership training and training successors in industry, etc. We make efforts
to support the development and sales of regional specialty products and the establishment
of experience type sightseeing, while aiming at the maintenance of tourism resources that

-~ fo make good use of the rich natural surroundings and the establishment of a larger sightsee-
% ing network.
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Maintenance of community roads to conserve the environ-ment, elimination of
regions not serviced by water, a stable water supply and sewage disposal main-
tenance are promoted. Aiming at the achievement of a recycling society, we
have developed a system where residents and the municipal government pro-
tect nature in an integrated manner, e.g., the preservation and use of the natural
environment, the reduction and recycling of garbage, the promotion of new AR 21—

energy facilities, etc. %
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We aim at the expansion of resident's lives and the economy by improving the
maintenance of the transportation network and we will enhance the integrity of
the region. We work on the development of central areas as well as the mainte-
nance of public transportation such as railways, shuttle buses, etc. We attempt
to maintain the enrichment of the information infrastructure, which may become

A3 1— a new urban infrastructure.
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The maintenance of school education facilities is promoted so that children and
students can safely spend their school lives in pleasant surroundings. We're work-
ing on the promotion of lifelong learning, the development of policies for cultural
and sports activities, the preservation and succession of tradition and history,
enrichment of the education and enlightenment of human rights, sound upbringing
of youth and the achievement of a gender-equal society.
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We intend to raise a regional community that becomes a base for town plan-
ning as well as to promote exchange pro-grams inside and outside of the region
and also expand public relations functions while making efforts to maintain and
improve carefully-crafted residential services by advancing the building of a
town structure where everyone can participate. We try to construct a compre-
hensive administrative network and to improve the efficiency of administrative
and fiscal operations.
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Go forward to construct a more comfortable and convenit change ; LCEEFIEMEERLE L. SFROREOE LT

the station front into a place where more people can gathe use more e
environmentally-friendly energy. A new town was born and adréam for the h DBENEBHET
future swells, as the number of places and chances for encounters has

increased.
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Aridagawa-cho has many different kinds of facilities with which everyone can
actually feel the gentleness of the home-town, while being cradled in the rich-

ness of nature.
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Enjoy pleasant Aridagawa-cho
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Importance of encounters
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Aridagawa-cho is located almost in the center of Wakayama Prefecture, in the northwest of the Kii Peninsula. With the advancement of the
large-scale merging of municipalities in the Heisei Period (from 1989), cities, towns and villages were reorganized on a nationwide scale,
which caused great changes in administrative areas. In this process, Kibi-cho, Kanaya-cho and Shimizu-cho were merged in January, 2006.
With this merger, Aridagawa-cho, with a population of about 30,000 people and an area of 351.77 square kilometers was born as the largest
town in the prefecture (in both terms of population and area) and its further development is hoped for. As a new town, we are determined to
work on the construction of an attractive town where all of the town's people can live at ease under enhanced collaboration among them,
while making the best use of the culture and traditions of the region that have been long cultivated, while taking good care of various
encounters. Please allow us to look to all of you for your increasing support and consideration for the establishment of the brilliant future of
this town.

Mayor of Aridagawa-cho Masataka Nakayama
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